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Our  busy  season  is  coiing  right  up!  First,  our  1989 
elections,  as  described  beloM.  He  need  three  (3)  new 
noiinees  tor  the  NL6  Board  of  Directors.  Noiinees  iust  be 
Deebers  in  good  standing,  willing  to  serve  a two-year 
teris,  and  present  written  noiinations  troi  three  (3) 
fellow  lenbers  in  good  standing.  Let’s  hear  fro#  YOU! 

Second,  it's  NL6  Writers  and  Editors  Coopetition  tioe 
again!  The  rules  tor  1989  follow  below!  Each  year  we 
have  more  and  nore  entries,  although  at  least  one  sajor 
coRipetitor  dropped  out  this  past  year,  to  the  vast  regret 
of  all  world  coin  enthusiasts. 

Third,  the  NL6  Syoposiui  has  been  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  August  10  at  10  ai  in  Root  South  5.  The  1989 
NL6  Bash  is  also  slated  for  Thursday,  in  the  Vista  Hotel's 
Allegheny  Ballrooi.  Doors  open  at  9:30  tor  preliiinary 
socializing  and  settling  in.  Eicee  Bonn  Pearlean  plans  to 
raise  the  curtain  on  this  year's  hijinks  at  10  pe. 

Donn  will  be  needing  skit  ideas,  volunteers,  helpers 
and  cheerers-on. . . don't  just  sit  there,  VOLUNTEER! 

The  Pittsburgh  ANA  will  be  a landiark  of  NL6  activity, 
coBiplete  with  our  usual  table  in  the  Club  Midway!  Drop  by 
and  "set  a spell,"  have  a chat  and  buy  a tew  tickets! 

David  T.  Alexander,  Executive  Director 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS;  1989  ELECTION 

In  1985,  the  first  election  under  our  new  By-Laws  returned 
the  following  candidates  to  the  NLB  Board  of  Directors; 

1985-87;  two-year  teres:  Pearlean,  Reiter,  Murray. 

1985- 86;  one-year  teres:  Swiatek,  DeLorey. 

Subsequent  elections  returned  the  following; 

1986- 88:  two-year  teres,  DeLorey,  Swiatek. 

1987- 89;  two-year  teres,  Pearlean,  Reiter,  Murray. 

1988- 90;  two-year  teres,  DeLorey,  Swiatek. 

Article  IV,  Section  e)  of  our  constitution  provides  that 
no  Director  eay  serve  eore  than  two  (2)  consecutive  teres 
on  our  Board.  He  oust  elect  three  new  Directors  to 

1989-91  two-year  teres.  Any  NLG  eeeber  in  good  standing 
wishing  to  run  for  these  Board  seats  eust  subeit  three  (3) 
written  noiinations  to  the  Executive  Director  by  June  15, 
1989.  He  will  send  out  a written  ballot  as  soon  after  as 
possible,  appoint  tellers  to  count  the  votes  and  report 
the  results  at  the  Pittsburgh  NLB  Bash. 

The  NLG  owes  a great  vote  of  thanks  to  Ed  Reiter,  Donn 
Pearlian  and  Col.  Bill  Murray  for  their  years  of  dedicated 
service  through  a very  critical  tite  of  NLG  growth  and 
consolidation.  They  will  be  hard  to  replace.  Have  YOU 
thought  of  serving  NLG  as  a Director? 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  ELECTION  1989 

A reiarkable  nuiber  of  NLG  stalwarts  are  seeking  ANA 
Board  seats  this  year.  In  addition  to  incuibent  Governors 
Grover  Criswell,  David  L.  Ganz  and  Nancy  Wilson,  the 
following  have  their  hats  in  the  ring  for  Governor; 

David  T.  Alexander,  Ken  Bressett,  Jii  Halperin,  Kay 
Edgerton  Lenker,  Donn  Pearlian. 

Unopposed  candidates  for  ANA  president  and  vice 
president,  Ken  Hallenbeck  and  Ed  Rochette,  are  also  NLG 
leibers...  Vote  for  the  candidates  of  your  choice,  all 
Guildites  who  belong  to  ANA,  BUT  VOTE!  Fill  out  your 
ballot  and  tail  it!  A very  few  votes  this  year  can  sway 
the  entire  ANA  election! 
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Our  thanks  to  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  Ltd.  for  honoring  Stack’s. 

Best  Auction  Catalog 
Herman  Halpern  Collection 

Award  presented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  21,  1988. 

Since  1935,  Stack’s  has  set  a high  standard  of  selling  coin  collections  at  auction  by  issuing 
informative,  well-researched,  and  extensively  illustrated  catalogues.  Stack’s  has  been  an 
innovator  in  providing  color  illustrations,  specially  designed  catalogue  covers,  in  depth 
advertising,  and  overall  presentation.  All  this  expertise  (covering  over  500  separate  and 
distinct  sales),  plus  the  largest  catalogue  mailing  gives  Stack’s  the  unique  qualifications  to 
serve  you  better  in  the  sale  of  your  collection. 

IF  YOU  ARE  THINKING  OF  SELLING  — THINK  OF  STACK’S 


® 


123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  N Y.  10019 

(212)  582-2580  • FAX  #(212)  245-5018 

America’s  Oldest  and  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer 
And  Leading  Coin  Auctioneer  For  Over  50  Years 
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1989  NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  WRITERS'  COMPETITION  RULES 

Welcome  to  this  year’s  NLG  competition!  Please  read  these 
rules  CAREFULLY  if  you  wish  to  participate  in  the  contest. 


1 )  All  NLG  members  are  eligible  to  participate  If  their 
dues  were  paid  by  March  15,  1989,  or  who  apply  to  the 
Executive  Director  for  reinstatement  before  submitting 
their  entries. 


2)  All  entries  must  have  been  published  between  May  1, 
1988  and  May  1,  1989. 

3)  Entries  must  be  POSTMARKED  NOT  LATER  THAN  JUNE  20,  1989 

4)  All  entries  must  be  the  work  of  entrant  or  must  have 
been  produced  under  entrant’s  editorial  direction. 

5)  The  judges  reserve  the  right  to  change  the  category  in 
which  an  entry  may  compete,  if  they  believe  such  change  is 
necessary  to  assure  equity  for  all  participants. 


6)  Three  (3)  copies  of  each  entry  must  be  submitted  In  all 
categories  EXCEPT  BOOKS  AND  PORTFOLIOS.  In  the  latter 
categories,  one  copy  will  suffice.  Quality  photocopies  of 
newspaper  and  magazine  articles  are  acceptable. 


7)  NO  ENTRIES 
except  in  the  Portfolio  category , 


UHDEB-ANY-J^IRgUMSTAMCBS , 

in  the  1989  competition. 


8)  No  entrant  may  submit  more  than  two  (2)  entries  in  any 
single  category.  (These  may  also  be  included  in  the 
Portfolio  competition. ) 


9)  In  categories  with  only  one  entry,  judges  may  decide 
that  no  award  will  be  given,  or  may  substitute  Special  NLG 
Recognition  for  the  regular  NLG  Award. 

10)  All  judges’  decisions  are  binding  and  final;  confiden- 
tiality of  all  judging  is  absolute. 

11)  Failure  to  conform  to  all  rules  will  be  cause  for 
disqualification  from  the  competition. 

12)  All  entries  must  be  sent  to  Executive  Director  David 
T.  Alexander  at  P.O.  Box  970218,  Miami  FL  33197-0218. 
For  further  information  call:  (305)  238-1651. 


page  3 


Conmtulatims 


to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  for 
its  wonderful 
efforts  over  the 
years  in  promoting 
numismatic  writing 
and  publishing. 

The  term  "buy  the 
book  before  the 
coin"  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best 
pieces  of 
advice  ever 
given. 


As  a leading 
publisher  and 
distributor  of 
numismatic  books, 
we  do  our  best  to 
"do  our  bit"  to 
help  out  with  this 
important 
sector 
of  our 
hobby. 


We 

would 
be  pleased 
to  consider  man- 
uscripts on  subjects  of 
general  interest  in 
U.S.  numismatics 
from  N.L.G. 
members. 

★ 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 
BOX  1224,  WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894 


AVAILABLE  FROM 
BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  GALLERIES 

i NmiisMArisirs  fireside  1 

iCOMPANlO^f 


■ The  Numismatist's 
Fireside  Companion, 
edited  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  A delightful 
collection  of  articles 
from  the  award- 
winning Rare  Coin 
Review,  featuring 
such  well-known 
authors  as  John  J. 
Ford,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Cal  Wilson, 
Tom  Becker,  and 
Bruce  Lorich. 

(Stock  No.  BBM-201), 
softbound.  $9.95. 
(Plus  $2  shipping 
and  handling.) 


.page  4 


-2- 


13)  EACH  ENTRY  COPY  MUST  HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION 
ATTACHED  QR  IT  WILL  BE  DISQUALIFIED: 


CLASS 

CATEGORY 

ENTRANT  NAME  & ADDRESS 

PUBLICATION 

PUBLICATION  DATE 

AUTHOR  (IF  OTHER  THAN  ENTRANT) 

TITLE  OR  HEADING 


The  following  classes  and  categories  are  in  force  in  1989. 
PLEASE  EXAMINE  YOUR  ENTRIES  CAREFULLY  to  be  certain  they 
qualify  in  the  proper  category! 


CLASS  I - BOOKS 

Books  may  be  submitted  by  author,  publisher  or  editor. 
Only  one  copy  need  be  submitted.  Eligible  are  new  books 
or  those  accepted  by  the  judges  at  their  sole  discretion 
as  substantially  revised  versions  of  earlier  works. 

1)  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR:  work  having  the  greatesf^  potential 
impact  on  numismatics.  Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  research  quality,  photographic,  printing  and 
graphic  excellence,  cover  and  typography  where 
applicable.  Books  submitted  in  other  categories  may  be 
placed  by  judges  in  this  category  as  well. 

2)  BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK  IN: 

a)  U.S.  Coins  d)  World  Paper  Money 

b)  World  Coins  e)  Tokens  & Medals 

c)  U.S.  Paper  Money  f)  Numismatic  Investments 

g)  Museum  & Exhibition  Catalogs 
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CLASS  II  - A)  U.S.  COMMERCIAL  NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(Coins,  COINage  magazines) 

3)  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES,  three  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with 

a)  Coins  b)  Tokens  & Medals  c)  Paper  Money 

4)  BEST  COLUMN,  three  (3)  copies  each  of  three  (3) 
selections  from  ongoing  column  must  be  submitted. 

5)  BEST  ISSUE,  three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by 
publisher,  editors.  Criteria  include  overall  numis- 
matic appeal,  features,  departments,  graphics, 
journalistic-editorial  excellence  as  applicable. 


CLASS  II  - B)  WORLD  COMMERCIAL  NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(World  Coin  News,  World  Coins,  similar  overseas 
publications ) 

6)  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES,  three  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with 

a)  Coins  b)  Tokens  & Medals  c)  Paper  Money 

7)  BEST  COLUMN,  three  (3)  copies  each  of  three  (3) 
selections  from  ongoing  column  must  be  submitted. 

8)  BEST  ISSUE,  three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by 
publisher,  editors.  Criteria  include  overall  numis- 
matic appeal,  features,  departments,  graphics, 
journalistic-editorial  excellence  as  applicable. 


CLASS  III  - NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB  NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

(The  Numismatist,  TAMS  Journal,  The  Shekel,  etc.) 

9)  BEST  ARTICLE,  three  (3)  copies  of  article  dealing  with 

coins,  tokens  & medals  or  paper  money.  (One  award) 

10)  BEST  COLUMN,  three  (3)  copies  each  of  three  (3) 
selections  from  ongoing  column  must  be  submitted. 

11)  BEST  ISSUE,  three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue  submitted  by 
publisher  and/or  editor.  Criteria  include  overall 
numismatic  appeal,  features,  departments,  graphics, 
journalistic-editorial  excellence  as  applicable. 
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With  this  special  offer 


Enter  your  subscription  to 
Numismatic  News  today  and 
you’il  be  eiigibie  for  a speciai  coin 
coiiecting  bonus  worth  more 
than  $20.00! 

You'll  receive  a special  coin  collector 
kit  — containing  the  352-page  “Official  A.N.A. 

Grading  Standards  For  United  States  Coins,”  a 
special  coin  magnifier,  valuable  silver  and  gold 
value  charts,  an  informative  booklet  on  “How  to 
Buy  Through  the  Mail,”  50  vinyl  coins  flips,  and 
a sturdy  box  to  house  your  collectible  coins.  As  a 
subscriber,  you'll  also  be  entitled  to  a FREE 
25-word  classified  ad*  worth  $3.75  every 
week. 

You'll  get  the  same  high  quality  reporting 
and  attention  to  detail  Numismatic  News  was 
built  on;  quick  and  timely  delivery;  trustworthy 
Advertising;  the  hobby's  most  respected  value 
guide,  “Coin  Market;'  and  the  industry's 
largest  listing  of  coin  shows.  And  it's  all  in  a snappy 
new  format  that  makes  reading  about  your  favorite  hobby  a 
visual  treat. 


Join  the  NEW  News,  as  the  hobby  rolls  on  in  to  the  90s.  Offer  expires  June  30,  1989 

Offer  avalable  to  new  U.S.  subscribed  only. 


Enter  Your  subscription  today. 

Get  FREE  subscription  bonuses  when  you  Join  the  new 

Numismatic  News!  , Mas  eK^a  d/V  SA  ^ 

( ) 1 year  (52  issues) just  24.95 

Credit  Card  No. 


(Payable  in  U.S.  funds.  Foreign  addresses  write  for  rates.  Offer  cannot  be 
used  in  conjuction  with  any  other  offer  for  this  publication) 

Name 


Address 


Expires:  Mo. 


Signature . 


Yr. 


City 


State 


Zip 


( ) Check  or  money  order  (to  Numismatic  News) 


* Some  restriction?  ap^ly  to  the  nature  of  free  classified  ads.  Free  ads  must 
list  specific  numismatic  items. 

Mail  with  payment  to  Numismatic  News, 
Circulation  Dept.,  700  E.  State  St., 
loia,  Wl  54990 

E07 
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CLASS  IV  - NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12)  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY  OR  CONTINUING  COVERAGE  of 

developing  story  in  numismatics.  Entries  (three 
copies  of  each  entry)  should  consist  of  single 
examples  of  breaking  news  coverage  or  several 
connected  articles  including  initial  story  and 
follow-up . 

13)  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES,  three  (3)  copies 
of  articles  dealing  with 

a)  Coins  b)  Tokens  & Medals  c)  Paper  Money 

14)  BEST  COLUMN,  three  (3)  copies  each  of  three  (3) 
selections  from  ongoing  column  must  be  submitted. 

15)  BEST  ISSUE,  three  copies  of  issue  submitted  by  pub- 
lisher, editors.  Criteria  include  overall  numismatic 
appeal,  features,  departments,  graphics,  journalistic- 
editorial  excellence  as  applicable. 


CLASS  V - NON-NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

16)  MAURICE  M.  GOULD  AWARDS.  Entries  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  or  columnist  in  three  categories  of 
newspapers,  for  columns  appearing  in: 

a)  Newspapers  with  circulation  of  100,000  or  more. 

b)  Newspapers  with  less  than  100,000  circulation. 

c)  Syndicated  columns,  any  column  appearing  regularly 
in  more  than  one  newspaper  is  eligible  whether 
officially  syndicated  or  not. 


CLASS  VI  - NUMISMATIC  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS 

17)  Open  to  non-profit  organization  publications  only. 
Criteria  include  eye  appeal,  numismatic  content, 
general  reader  interest,  photography  and  graphics  as 
applicable.  Submit  three  (3)  copies  each  of  three  (3) 
issues  published  by  organizations  with: 

a)  Membership  of  100  or  more. 

b)  Membership  of  less  than  100. 
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CLASS  VII  - AUCTION  CATALOGS 

18)  Submit  three  (3)  copies  of  each  catalog  entered  in 
competition.  Criteria  include  cover  design,  overall 
eye  appeal,  format,  graphics  and  layout,  in-depth 
research  and  quality  of  lot  descriptions.  Entries  may 
be  submitted  by  auction  firm,  auctioneer  or  cataloger. 


CLASS  VIII  - COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

19)  SALES  LITERATURE,  fixed  price  lists,  brochures, 
catalogs  other  than  auction,  house  organs,  judged  by 
the  same  criteria  as  (12)  above. 

20)  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER’S  AWARD  for  best  investment  news- 
letter. Criteria  include  quality  of  writing,  suit- 
ability to  audience,  informational  accuracy,  research, 
format  and  graphics  as  applicable.  Submit  three  (3) 
copies  each  of  three  (3)  issues,  (total:  9 items). 


CLASS  IX  - BEST  ALL  AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

21)  Collection  of  writings  and/or  photographs  and  related 
items  demonstrating  writing  excellence  and  versatility 
in  numismatics.  Organization  and  presentation  will 
count  as  heavily  as  volume.  Only  one  copy  of 
portfolio  need  be  submitted;  additional  copies  of 
items  included  in  portfolio  may  also  be  submitted  in 
other  relevant  categories  at  entrant's  option. 


CLASS  X - BEST  WRITER  IN  NLG  NEWSLETTER 

22)  NLG  Newsletter  editor  alone  selects  winner,  criteria 
include  writing  skill  and  style,  numismatic  or  organ- 
ization-support content  to  inform  the  member/readers. 
No  entries  are  accepted,  editor  alone  decides. 


CLASS  XI  AUDIO  VISUAL 

23)  RADIO.  Best  news  story,  feature  report  or  continuing 
series  involving  numismatics.  Entries  must  include 
standard  size  audio  cassette  of  story,  feature  report 
or  three  (3)  selections  from  continuing  series, 
accompanied  by  written  statement  citing  date(s)  of 
broadcast,  call  letters  and  location  of  radio  station 
as  well  as  other  information  required  in  NLG  rules 
listed  above. 
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24)  AUDIO.  Best  audio  program  involving  numismatics,  but 
non-broadcast.  Includes  audio  tracks  from  numismatic 
slide  shows,  educational  tapes,  audio  newsletters  and 
other  presentations.  Entries  must  include  standard 
size  audio  cassette,  written  statement  citing  date(s) 
of  first  use,  plus  regular  NLG  information  listed 
above . 

25)  TELEVISION.  Best  spot  news  story,  feature  report  or 
continuing  series  involving  numismatics.  Entries  must 
include  standard  size  cassette  recording  of  television 
broadcast  or  three  (3)  selections  from  continuing 
series.  Tape  must  be  either  half-inch  VHS  or  3/4-inch 
professional  videocassette,  and  must  be  accompanied  by 
a written  statement  citing  date(s)  of  broadcast,  call 
letters  and  location  of  station,  plus  regular  NLG 
information  listed  above. 

26)  VIDEO.  Best  non-broadcast  slide-film,  movie-film  or 
video  tape  presentation  involving  numismatics.  Entry 
must  include  audio  as  well  as  visual  materials,  either 
written  script  or  sound  track  of  film,  audio  or  video 
cassette  used  in  presentation.  Materials  submitted  in 
Video  category  may  also  be  entered  here.  Entry  must 
be  accompanied  by  written  statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  regular  NLG  information  listed  above. 


CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY  MEMORIAL  AWARD 

First  presented  in  the  1987  competition,  this  new  award 
was  endowed  by  Jim  Miller  of  Miller  Magazines  in  memory  of 
an  especially  beloved  member  of  the  numismatic  writing 
community  and  NLG  founder,  Clement  F.  Bailey.  This  new 
award  recognizes  excellence  among  new  writers  in  numis- 
matics, whose  first  published  writings  appeared  during  the 
previous  year.  Nominees  are  supplied  solely  by  numismatic 
publishers. 


THE  CLEMY  AWARD 

In  a category  of  its  own  since  1968  is  the  Clemy  Award. 
This  highest  honor  of  NLG  is  bestowed  annually  during  the 
NLG  Bash  on  an  NLG  member  in  recognition  of  writing  skill, 
dedication  to  numismatics,  sense  of  humor  and  dedication 
to  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Nominations  are  sub- 
mitted by  members  of  the  board  to  the  previous  year’s 
winner,  who  makes  the  final  choice. 
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NL6  20TH  ANNIVERSARY  NEDAL  UPDATE 


Last  year,  all  10  of  our  silverplate  piefort  (double 
thick)  ledals  sold  out  in  the  first  few  hours  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati ANA  Convention.  He  non  have  20  antique  bronze 
pieforts  on  hand,  bearing  a special  tark  2*0  to  distin- 
guish theu  froa  the  first  issue. 

This  idea  is  actually  adapted  froa  the  United  States 
Alabaaa  Centennial  2x2  and  Nissouri  2M  half  dollars.  One 
other  instance  of  such  a distinguishing  aark  is  the 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  Third  Inaugural  Nedal  uith  its 
tiny  2 added  at  top  of  ureath.. 

These  United  issue  2t0  bronze  pieforts  are  priced  at 
$15.00  each  while  supplies  last.  A very  siall  nuiber  of 
the  regular  thickness  20th  Anniversary  Medals  are  still  on 
hand  in  bronze,  goldplate  and  silverplate  at  $5  each  or 
115  for  a set  of  three. 

All  orders  should  be  addressed  to  David  T.  Alexander, 
Executive  Director  NL6,  P.O.  Box  970218,  Hiaai  FL  33197- 
0218. 


Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 

Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


agazines,  Inc. 
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FRON  THE  BOOK  STACKS 
Suest  Book  Review  by  Donn  Pearlnan 

While  searching  through  a Chicago  area  book  store  tor 
possible  holiday  gifts  land,  frankly,  to  see  if  the  store 
still  offered  copies  of  ty  book,  Collecting  Baseball 
Cards,  Bonus  Books  1988),  I discovered  an  iiportant 
reference  work  for  writers. 

The  Writer's  Legal  Coapanion  (Addison-Wesley 
Publishing  Coepany  Inc.  1968)  by  Brad  Bunnin,  is  indeed  a 
coapanion.  Written  to  either  be  read  straight  through, 
like  a novel,  or  to  be  flipped  open  for  quick  access  to 
specific  reference  itess,  the  book  could  easily  find  a 
hoae  next  to  virtually  any  author's  typewriter  or  word 
processor. 

The  hook  explains  "how  to  deal  successfully  with 
copyrights,  contracts,  libel,  taxes,  agents  and 
publishers,  legal  relationships  and  Marketing  strategies." 
That's  a quote  froa  the  front  cover,  but  it's  an  accurate 
description  of  this  handy,  340-paQe  softcover  book. 

One  of  the  tost  interesting  sections  is  written  by 
publishing  industry  executive  Peter  Beren,  who  shares  a 
co-author  credit  on  the  cover.  He  reveals  typical 
financial,  logistical  and  Marketplace  probleas  confronting 
publishers,  and  puts  into  perspective  Many  of  the 
industry's  procedures  that  leave  head-scratching  authors 
wondering  why  their  proposal  or  Manuscript  is  being 
(niisltreated  the  way  it  is. 

There  are  lots  of  tips  about  literary  contracts,  the 
legal  rights  authors  have,  even  without  written 
agreetents,  and  how  to  enforce  those  rights.  The  best 
part;  author  Bunnin  — and  presutably  his  able  editor (s) 

“ know  how  to  write  siiple,  declarative  sentences  and 
untangle  the  Latin-filled  phrases  that  frequently  appear 
in  legal  docuMents. 

The  Writer's  Legal  Coapanion  has  a suggested  retail 
price  of  $14.95.  Look  for  it  in  the  reference  or  business 
section  of  your  friendly  local,  neighborhood  book  shop. 
While  you're  there,  please  ask  the  clerk  if  the  store  also 
sells  either  Collecting  Baseball  Cards  or  the  just 
released  Making  Honey  with  Baseball  Cards  (Bonus  Books 
1989),  co-authored  with  NL6  colleague  Paul  H.  Breen. 
Thanks. 


(3 

(3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


uuuLAAJULaAajLfl-fl.fi.a.8  a 8.g,a  A aj.ft « a a a P-8.9X0j>-B-t8  a a e a a aaj 


HE  BET  LETTERS! 

I aM  enclosing  herewith  a check  for  $100  as  cur 
donation  to  the  NLG  and  the  outstanding  work  the 
organization  has  been  doing  to  proiote  our  fine  hobby. 
Thanks  go  to  you  also  for  your  superb  work  as  executive 
director. 


Raynond  N.  Herena 
Bowers  L Herena  Salleries 
Wolfeboro,  Mew  Haapshire 
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n « R T I « ' S R U T T E R I N 6 S 
By  Lee  Martin  NL6 

The  photographer  who  specializes  in  coins  exists,  but 
he  Must  also  be  involved  in  other  areas  in  order  to  sake  a 
living.  Coin  photos  are  salable  hut  pricing  isn't  strong 
enough  to  pay  for  the  Material,  effort  and  other  tangible 
costs. 

The  nuMisMatic  photographer  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Guild  since  it  was  founded,  but  this  Meibership  classi- 
fication seeis  to  neglected  of  late.  Perhaps  this  is 
because  those  of  us  who  handle  caaeras  no  longer  regard 
ourselves  exclusively  as  photographers.  Writing  captions 
for  photos  usually  is  a first  step  to  writing  articles. 

Hy  own  career  as  a photographer  began  in  1934  when  I 
attended  a Laguna  Beach  photo  school  run  by  a faied  caiera 
expert  of  that  era,  Williat  Hortensen,  Hy  fellow  students 
were  Frederic  Harch  the  lovie  actor;  either  Aios  or  Andy 
(I  confuse  the  two)  of  radio  fane  and  others  who  could 
afford  the  $25  fee  per  lesson. 

In  those  days  $25  was  a considerable  sum.  Hodels 
used  by  Hortensen  included  actresses-to-be  Jeanne  Crain, 
Barbara  Read  and  Jean  Harlowe.  Hortensen's  wife  Meredith 
also  Modeled  and  all  were  beautiful. 

Taking  lessons  in  that  school  aay  have  been  respon- 
sible for  ay  act  being  an  infantrysan  later.  The  chap  who 
filled  cut  «y  data  sheet  was  iapressed  and  was  a fan  of 
Hortensen's,  so  he  obligingly  placed  *8  in  the  Air  Force 
as  a photographer.  Those  of  you  who  served  in  World  War 
II  know  that  cooks  becaae  photographers,  photographers 
became  cooks  and  SNAFU  was  the  norM. 

Heiaories  of  photo  assigntents  include  working  for  an 
Atlantic  City  newspaper  which  sold  for  one  cent  and  lasted 
about  a year.  The  editor  had  a aotto,  “No  Excuses,"  and 
enforced  it,  to  *y  discofifort. 

One  assignient  was  to  take  pix  of  a Murderer  who  was 
to  be  taken  fro*  a local  jail  to  prison.  When  I arrived 
at  city  hall,  he  was  already  in  a detective’s  car  and  they 
were  parked  at  a gas  puip.  I quickly  placed  50»e  oily 
rags  near  the  car,  lit  the*  and  shouted  "Fire!"  When  the 
subject  and  his  guards  left  the  car  1 took  pictures  (fret 
afar). 

When  the  USS  Panay,  an  Aierican  Yangtze  River  patrol 
ship,  was  sunk  by  Japanese  airplanes  before  World  War  II, 
the  only  photo  of  the  ship's  comander  was  in  his  wife's 
possession  and  she  refused  to  release  it  to  anyone. 

She  was  vacationing  in  Atlantic  City  and  a said 
accepted  a few  dollars  to  let  ae  take  a picture  of  that 
picture!  Ethics  were  soaething  the  press  photographer 
ignored  following  the  inspirational  success  of  a do-or-die 
reporter  in  the  Rovie  "Front  Page."  Reproduction  of  ly 
bootleg  photo  was  worldwide  and  brought  first  internation- 
al by-line. 

Fires,  sob  scenes  and  other  action  events  were  the 
highlights  of  a press  photographer's  career,  but  Most  of 
the  tile  it  was  dull,  hand-shaking  shots  with  celebrity 
sailes  in  between.  One  non-press  activity  was  accepting 
assignients  froi  private  detective  agencies  in  divorce 
actions. 

Please  turn  to  page  19 
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20  YEARS  IN  RETROSPECT:  TNO  BUSY  DECADES  OF  NL6 
PART  III,  1984-1908 

The  year  1984  Mas  one  of  the  lost  productive  of 
positive  change  in  NLG  history,  fi  visible  change  Mas  the 
overhaul  of  the  NLG  logo  by  Brooklyn  tetber  Nathan  Sobel, 
Mho  surrounded  the  faDiliar  typeMriter  Mith  the  Guild  nane 
in  ornate  lettering,  “Founded  1968*  beloM.  NeM  letter- 
heads, application  foris  and  the  first  iodern  'NLG  Fact 
Sheet*  soon  appeared. 

The  constitution  and  by-laMS  of  NLG  in  use  as  1984 
began  Mere  those  first  adopted  in  1968,  as  revised  in  1976 
under  Executive  Director  Ray  Byrne.  Depending  on  iieiber- 
ship  category,  the  1976  Betbers  received  red  (Charter), 
blue  (Regular)  or  gold-covered  copies  Bade  for  NLG  by  the 
late  Gordon  Z.  Greene. 

The  Guild's  groMth  Bade  coaplete  revision  an  urgent 
necessity  by  early  1984.  Several  BeBbers,  including  Paul 
Hunson,  had  suggested  such  a step,  and  Executive  Director 
Alexander  prepared  a draft  for  Board  action.  The  approved 
draft  Mas  exaBined  by  Build  aeaber  and  nuaisaatic  attorney 
David  L.  Ganz  before  adoption  in  the  Suaaer. 

The  neM  charter  defined  the  naae  and  purposes  of  the 
Guild  in  soae  considerable  detail,  gave  it  a perpetual 
existence  and  firaly  established  its  non-profit  status. 

Heabership  Mas  declared  open  to  staffers  and 
coluanists  of  nuaisaatic  publications;  authors  of  nuais- 
aatic  books;  auseui  curators,  Mriters  whose  bylines  appear 
regularly  on  nuiisaatic  coluans  or  stories  in  the  lay 
press;  auction  catalogers  whose  work  was  deeaed  truly 
professional;  editors  and  writers  for  regional,  state  and 
specialized  nuaisaatic  organizations. 

Neabership  applicants  were  to  present  an  application 
signed  by  an  NLG  sponsor,  and  pass  the  rigorous  review  of 
the  Board,  acting  as  the  aeabership  coaaittee.  A category 
of  Honorary  Life  aeabership  was  created,  to  be  bestowed 
only  by  unaniaous  vote  of  the  Board. 

Modern  election  requireaents  were  spelled  out  in  the 
new  by-laws.  These  included  noainations  in  writing, 
written  ballots  for  contested  posts,  with  a aajority  of 
votes  cast  needed  for  actual  election  to  the  Board. 

A rotating  board  was  iapleaented  with  staggered  teras 
and  a liaitation  of  the  nuiber  of  consecutive  teras  any 
Board  aeaber  could  serve.  The  Board  was  eipowered  to  fill 
any  vacancy  that  aight  occur  by  appointaent  for  the 
duration  of  the  tera. 

Appointed  NLG  officials  were  defined  as  the  executive 
director,  treasurer  and  newsletter  editor.  An  annual 
Board  aeeting  was  aade  aandatory,  at  the  ANA  convention  or 
other  date  set  by  the  Board. 

Awards  were  recognized  as  intrinsic  to  the  Guild's 
purposes,  although  only  the  Cleay  and  Maurice  M.  Gould 
selection  aethods  were  spelled  out  in  detail  in  the  new 
by-laws.  A Lee  F.  Hewitt  Award  listed  in  1976  as  endowed 
by  Krause  Publications  had  never  been  activated,  and  was 
officially  dropped  in  1984. 


Procedure  tor  aiendaent,  a toraally  defined  tera  of 
existence  and  provision  for  steps  to  be  taken  in  the 
event,  (however  unlikely)  of  dissolution  of  NLG  coapleted 
the  new  charter.  Reviews  were  generally  upbeat  and 
supportive,  and  the  first  elections  under  the  new  docuaent 
were  scheduled  for  that  Suaaer. 

Receiving  two-year  teras  were  Col.  Bill  Hurray,  Bonn 
Pearlian  and  Ed  Reiter;  one-year  teras  went  to  Toa  DeLorey 
and  Anthony  Swiatek.  The  ballots  were  counted  and  the 
winners  were  announced  after  the  annual  Board  aeeting  at 
the  Detroit  ANA  convention. 

The  NLG  writers  coapetition  rules  were  also  refined 
during  1984.  Still  based  on  Abe  Kosoff's  1979  outline, 
they  were  now  finely  tuned,  but  still  allowed  greater 
flexibility.  The  judges  could  decline  to  announce  an 
award  if  there  was  a single  entry  in  any  category.  New 
Awards  of  Extraordinary  Merit  light  be  given  to  deserving 
works  that  did  not  closely  fit  any  single  existing 
category. 

The  Detroit  ANA  saw  Moderator  Carl  Carlson  present  a 
triuaphal  Syaposiui  dedicated  to  professional  writing  in 
for  auction  catalogs.  Martin  Gengerke,  Walter  Breen,  Doug 
Winter  and  David  T.  Alexander  gave  an  indepth  look  into 
professional  cataloging  as  a significant  branch  of 
nuaisaatic  research. 
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Long-tiie  NL6  leiber  Alan  Herbert  Mas  eicee  for  the 
Detroit  Bash,  held  in  the  Kestin  Hotel's  Mackinac  ball- 
rooe.  Donn  Pearlian  was  onstage  as  a participant,  leading 
the  "Olytpic  Coin-Dipping*  exhibition  and  offering  a 
side-splitting  tape  of  faious  radio  'bloopers.* 

Telegrais  and  calls  were  announced  throughout  this 
Bash  for  new  NL6  metber  Paul  Green,  object  of  Krause 
Publications'  then  current  "Hho  is  Paul  Green?*  proiotion. 
Green  appeared  at  last,  carefully  anonyious  in  a swathing 
sheet. 

Receiving  Book  of  the  Year  was  Scott  A.  Travers'  Coin 
CollKtors  Survival  Nanual.  Receiving  the  first  Award  of 
Extraordinary  Merit  was  Q.  David  Bowers'  Virgil  Brand:  the 
Maw  and  his  Era.  Eacee  Pearlian  was  soon  announced  as  the 
1984  Cleiy  Award  winner. 

NL6  announced  its  first  two  Honorary  Life  Meibers 
under  the  new  by-laws:  LM  tl  went  to  founder  Lee  Martin; 

12  to  past  ANA  President  Virgil  Hancock.  Still  on  the 
rolls  froi  the  earlier  by-laws  were  Honorary  Meibers  Frank 
Gasparro,  Eva  Adais  and  Aubrey  Beebe. 

Veteran  editor  Lee  Martin  was  obliged  to  step  down 
under  doctor's  orders  and  another  Charter  leiber,  lola, 
Nisconsin,  nuiisiatist  Russell  Rulau  becaie  editor.  Rulau 
was  the  first  to  receive  a stipend  for  his  work  on  the 
newsletter. 

At  year's  end  the  Board  announced  a rise  in  the  dues 
froi  $5  to  $10  per  year.  This  was  the  first  increase 
since  1975  and  reflected  the  spiralling  costs  of  postage 
and  printing. 

Froi  his  old-new  hoie  of  Miaii,  Florida,  Executive 
Director  Alexander  announced  a new  ML6  logo  die  created  by 
Pressed  Metals  Products  of  Vancouver,  British  Coluabia. 

An  NLB  leibership  ledal  was  soon  available,  as  Nathan 
Sobel's  treatient  of  the  logo  lade  it  perfect  for  aedallic 
use.  Generous  contributions  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Scott 
Travers  defrayed  die  cost  to  the  Guild. 

An  exciting  'first*  was  announced;  the  first  lajor 
Guild  event  away  froi  the  ANA  convention.  A National  Coin 
Neek  Syiposiui  was  planned  for  New  York  City  under  the 
leadership  of  Scott  Travers. 

Held  at  the  Aierican  Israel  Nuiisiatic  Association 
(AINA!  convention,  the  syiposiui  presented  a cavalcade  of 
lajor  naies  in  writing:  Beth  Deisher  of  Coin  Norld,  Ed 
Reiter  of  the  New  York  Tilts,  AINA  President  Brai,  Ed 
Pochette  of  ANA,  coiiieiorative  expert  Anthony  Swiatek, 

Coin  World's  Margo  Russell,  Paul  Green,  Mike  Fuljenz, 
Specialty  Book  Publishing's  Nilliai  Corsa  and  veteran 
professional  nuiisiatist  John  J.  Ford. 

Advanced  planning  for  the  1985  Baltiiore  Bash  showed 
Donn  Pearlian  once  lore  in  the  driver's  seat.  Carl  N.A. 
Carlson  planned  a Syiposiui  dedicated  to  the  intricacies 
of  professional  nuiisiatic  photography.  On  hand  were 
auction  photographer  Toi  Mulvaney,  early  coppers  expert 
Jack  Collins,  and  ANACS'  George  DeNolfe. 

Nuiisiatic  history  was  lade  when  Charter  NLG  leiber 
Margo  Russell  retired  froi  Coin  World.  Margo  had 
supported  NLG  loyally  froi  the  start;  her  leadership  of 
'The  Girls"  had  lade  this  group  a long-tise  Bash  favorite. 

The  July  newsletter  saw  the  beginning  of  David  T. 
Alexander's  series  of  critical  book  reviews,  exaiining  the 


long-awaited  Russ  Rulau 'revision  of  Williai  S.  Baker's 
1885  classic  ledal  catalog,  Nedillic  Portriiti  of 
Washington. 

The  Baltiiore  Bash  saw  far  lore  than  the  usual  high- 
jinks,  as  Eicee  Pearlian  brought  to  the  NLB  stage  both 
United  States  Mint  Director  Donna  Pope  and  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  Director  Robert  J.  Leaver  in  good- 
huiored  skits  that  rank  aiong  the  greatest  in  the  Guild's 
history. 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half 
Cents  took  Book  of  the  Year,  and  its  veteran  nuiisiatic 
researcher-author  was  overwhelied  to  discover  that  he  was 
also  Cleiy  winner  for  1985. 

Ticket  of  adiission  was  the  first  of  Sally  Kirka's 
elongateds  designed  and  rolled  for  NLG.  A last  perfor- 
iance  of  "The  Girls,*  dedicated  to  retiring  Margo  Russell, 
concluded  these  perforiers'  series  of  Bash  appearances. 

Ed  Reiter,  Chuck  O'Donnell,  Walter  Breen  all  added  their 
wit  to  lake  the  Baltiiore  Bash  unforgettable. 

Treasurer  O'Donnell  retired  at  this  ANA,  and  NLG  was 
able  to  draft  San  Diego  nuiisiatist,  club  leader  and 
General  Chairwoian  of  the  1983  ANA,  Kay  Edgerton  Lenker 
into  both  NLG  leibership  and  the  treasurer's  post  in  one 
fell  swoop. 

Honorary  Life  aeiberships  13  and  4 were  voted  for  NLG 
founding  lesber  Clei  Bailey  and  veteran  world  nuiisiatist 
Randolph  Zander,  both  long-tiie  Guild  activists. 


EXCELLENCE 

excelencia 

vorzuglichkeit 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin 
accessories.  For  over  45  years  Whitman  has 
been  supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  relia- 
ble and  authoritative  reference  books  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  furnishing  collectors  with 
pricing  information,  Whitman  has  made  col- 
lecting Interesting  and  enjoyable.  Our  coin 
storage  and  display  products  protect  and  en- 
hance even  the  most  discriminating  collec- 
tions. WHITMAN  — the  hobby  standard. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  Ina 
Whitman  Coin  Products 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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The  new  year  1586  saw  another  hunt  for  a newsletter 
editor.  Russ  Rulau's  phenowenal  success  as  Aierican 
representative  of  Britain’s  Pobjoy  Mint  overtook  his  other 
assigntents  and  he  was  succeeded  by  fellow  Wisconsin 
writer  Urban  M.  'Trey’  Foerster. 

Foerster,  a Krause  Publications  staffer,  brought  a 
new  look  to  the  publication,  including  glossy  stock  and 
coaputer-generated  type,  hold  headlines  and  photographs. 
The  changes  in  direction,  however,  coincided  with  a drop 
in  advertising  and  sote  chaos  in  the  three  lailing  lists 
now  aaintained  in  Miaai,  San  Diego  and  lola. 

Another  ailestone  was  passed  as  Executive  Director 
Alexander  announced  ■It’s  now  With  the  inval- 

uable volunteer  help  of  Wew  York's  David  L.  Banz,  NLG  was 
finally  incorporated,  now  a fictive  person  under  the  laws 
of  Delaware. 

NL8  had  not  been  a fictive  person  for  its  first  18 
years.  Any  lawsuits  would  have  been  directed  against  the 
Board  letbers  individually  and  Guild  ownership  of  real 
property  would  have  been  fraught  with  legal  coiplications. 
A trenendous  step  forward  was  successfully  taken  thanks  to 
David  Ganz. 

The  1986  Milwaukee  ANA  was  greeted  by  a catastrophic 
downpour  that  saw  6.9  inches  of  rain  inundate  the  city  s 
downtown.  Days  without  hot  water  in  downtown  hotels 
followed,  but  this  could  not  dawpen  MLB  enthusias*. 

Paul  Green  chaired  a Sysposiut  devoted  to  coibating 
the  curse  of  the  nunisftatic  writer;  unauthorized  reprints. 
Taking  part  were  Coin  World  Editor  Beth  Deisher,  Scott 
Travers,  Donn  Pearltan,  COINage  Publisher  Jii  Hiller, 

COINS  tagazine  Editor  Arlyn  Sieber,  Specialty  Book's  Bill 
Corsa,  and  New  York  Tioes-COINage  coluinist-editor  Ed 
Reiter. 


The  Bash  saw  Pearlian  joining  Reiter  in  savaging  the 
latest  developaent  in  the  grading  war:  11  grades  of 
Uncirculated.  Magician  'Harvel  the  Marvel,*  Harvey 
Travers,  shortened  Paul  Whitnah's  tie;  Hike  Fuljenz  and 
Dave  Ganz  offered  a skit  centering  on  ANA  election 
■eaorabilia,  including  the  lutilated  quarters  issued  by 
the  erstwhile  founder  of  NEWS  for  his  failed  ANA  vice 
presidential  bid. 

Taking  Book  of  the  Year  was  Scott  Travers  for  his 
newest  work.  Rare  Coin  Invetieent  Strategy.  Voluae  1 of 
the  John  R.  Grellean  and  Jules  Reiver  AttriWation  Guide 
for  United  States  Large  Cents  1840-37  was  Best  Specialized 
Book  - U.S. 

Receiving  Awards  of  Extraordinary  Merit  were  the  two- 
voluie  library  edition  of  the  1987  Standard  Catalog  of 
Worlds  Coins  and  the  40th  anniversary  edition  of  A Guide 
Book  of  U.S.  Coins,  the  fated  Yeouan-Bressett  *Red  Book.' 

An  entire  chapter  of  NLG  history  closed  on  March  10, 
1987  with  the  death  of  Cleaent  F.  *8101*  Bailey,  one  of 
the  first  tetbers  of  the  Guild  and  a hearty  supporter  of 
all  NLG  activities  ever  after. 

NLG-ANA  relations  had  always  been  characterized  by 
warath,  cooperation  and  tutual  respect.  A strain  was 
placed  on  this  relationship  when  ANA  announced  that 
writers  would  be  included  in  the  new  'Professional* 
•eabership  category  then  being  developed. 

NLG  believed  that  it  was  inappropriate  to  atteapt  to 
draft  nuiistatic  writers  into  a high-priced  tetbership 
category  with  wealthy  coin  dealers.  The  NLG  Newsletter 
stated  editorially,  *It  lust  be  retetbered...that  NLG  is 
itself  the  Professional  Heibership  Category  for  real 
nunisiatic  writers,  has  been  since  1968,  and  will  be 
touorrow.* 


SHARE  YOUR  NUMISMATIC  KNOWLEDGE! 
World  Coins  ? Bank  Notes  ? U.S.  Coins  ? 


Avid  collectors  know  no  boundaries  when  they  search 
for  information  on  their  favorite  issues. 


Dave  Harper  Bob  Wl  I h Ite 

Bank  Note  Reporter  Numismatic  News 


At  Krause  Publications,  we  are  committed  to  bringing 
our  readers  the  best  information  we  can  provide.  That’s 
why  we’re  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  talented  writers 
who  have  numismatic  knowledge  to  share.  / 

Do  you  fit  the  bill?  If  so,  we’d  like  to  see  your^ork.  Feel 
free  to  contact  the  respective  editor  at  our  editorial 
offices  for  further  information,  or  submit  a written  query 
on  a topic  you’d  like  to  write  about. 


Arlyn  Sieber 
Colns'MagazIne 


John  Kolbeck 
World  Coin  News 


krausc^^^/ publications 

700  East  State  St.  lola,  WI  54990 
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The  proposed  nee  leibership  died  aborning,  but  echoes 
oT  this  controversy  resonated  throughout  the  rather  frosty 
ANA  convention  environeent  that  August  in  Atlanta,  where  a 
seile  was  not  the  uibrella  of  all. 

Disregarding  this  chill,  NLB  enjoyed  a successful 
Sytposiui  with  Scott  Travers  as  loderator.  Appearing  to 
discuss  opportunities  for  writers  in  their  publications 
were  Coil  Norld-MorU  Coins  Editor  Beth  Deisher,  COINagt 
Senior  Editor  Ed  Reiter,  NuiisMtic  Nem  Publisher 
Clifford  Hishler,  free-lancer  Paul  Sreen  and  Specialty 
Book  Publishing's  Milliai  Corsa. 

Executive  Director  Alexander  was  Bash  eicee,  with  the 
aid  of  Ed  Reiter,  Walter  Breen,  Scott  Travers,  Tot  DeLorey 
and  a lively  audience.  Target  for  the  usual  NLB  satire  ^ 
was  the  grading  controversy.  Federal  Trade  Coiiission 

intervention  in  the  coin  larket  and  the  widely  publicized 
buffoonery  involving  the  hiring  of  a new  ANA  executive 
director. 

Unusually  fine  accouodations  for  the  Bash  and  a 
capacity  crowd  coibined  to  take  this  event  a landiark  of 
fun  and  accoiplishient.  Alexander's  11-ionth  old  daughter 
Christina  stole  the  show  as  Ed  Reiter  presented  her  father 
the  1987  Cleiy  Award. 

Receiving  Book  of  the  Year  was  the  first  non-profit 
publication  so  honored,  the  Regina  Coin  Club's  reaarkable 
anthology.  Aspects  of  the  Nuiisaatics  of  North  Aterica. 

The  3Sth  anniversary  of  Nuiistatic  Nms  was  hailed  by  an 
NLB  Extraordinary  Trailblazer  Award. 

A brand  new  recognition  designed  to  encourage 
newcoiers  to  nuiistatic  writing  was  the  Cleient  F.  Bailey 
Neiorial  Award,  received  by  COlNage  contributor  Steve 
Laibert.  The  new  award  consisted  of  a iiposing  wall 
plaque  which  will  be  displayed  by  the  publisher;  the 
writer  receives  a norial -sized  NLB  plaque. 

Long-tiie  NLB  Treasurer  Leon  Lindheii  and  our  oldest 
overseas  teiber,  British  token  scholar  R.C.  Bell  were 
voted  Honorary  Life  Neibers  at  the  Atlanta  Board  leeting. 

The  Board  asked  David  Alexander  to  accept  the  post  of 
editor,  with  a prograi  of  publishing  six  issues  a year  and 
of  restoring  financial  health  to  the  publication  through 
increased  advertising. 


January  1988  saw  the  start  of  the  Build's  20th  birth- 
day celebrations,  which  would  include  the  gala  Cincinnati 
Forui  and  Bash,  as  well  as  a special  double  issue  of  the 
newsletter  devoted  to  the  story  of  NLB's  first  two 
decades. 

Kicking  off  the  celebration  was  the  NLB  Forui,  which 
brought  together  four  Charter  teibers;  Jii  Hiller  of 
COlNage,  fcrier  Coin  Norld  Editor  Hargo  Russell,  ANA  Board 
aeiber  Ed  Rochette  and  nuiisiatic  researcher  Eric  P. 
Newian. 

The  panelists  brought  their  enthusiastic  audience  a 
wealth  of  personal  insights  and  recollections  of  the 
earliest  hours  of  NLB,  the  doings  of  its  first  leibers  and 
their  achieveients  in  launching  the  organization. 

Donn  Pearlian  was  on  stage  again  for  the  Cincinnati 
Bash,  an  event  which  set  a new  record  for  entertainient 
and  good  fellowship.  Haking  appearances  were  Col.  Bill 


Hurray,  Art  Kagin,  Ed  Reiter  and  the  lagical  singing  group 
of  'Nhiz  and  the  Toners,'  Joe  Jones  and  troupe  of 
Wisconsin. 

Taking  Book  of  the  Year  was  the  newly  released  Haltir 
Brim's  Coipliti  Eicyclopedit  of  Unitid  Statm  I Colonial 
Coins,  published  by  Doubleday  after  a'lifetiie  of  research 
into  all  areas  of  Aierican  nuiisiatics  by  the  iniiitable 
Breen. 

1987  Cleiy  Award  laureate  David  Alexander  presented 
the  19B8  award  to  a true  gentleian.  Charter  NLB  leiber  and 

20-year  supporter  of  all  Build  prograis,  Jii  Hiller.  Jii, 

founder  and  publisher  of  the  well-known  popular  lonthly 
lagazine  COlNage,  was  hailed  by  all  present  as  an  ideal 
choice.  Host  coiaon  was  the  coiient,  'I  wonder  why  we 
didn't  do  this  years  ago?!' 

This,  then,  is  the  story  of  the  first  20  years  of  the 
Nuiisiatic  Literary  Build.  Stronger  in  1988  and  closer 
than  ever  to  its  declared  goals,  NLB  can  look  forward  to 
continued  growth  and  success  in  its  succeeding  decades! 
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OUT  AND  ABOUT 


NLB  HEHBERS  IN  ACTION 


NLB  Salutes  leiber  Charltf  Surasky  and  wifi  Fannii 
Hayo  on  the  birth  August  S of  their  daughter  Sarah  Anni,  7 
pounds  and  6 ounces.  Buildite  Surasky,  once  of  Englewood, 
Ohio  and  later  froi  Connecticut,  now  resides  in  Southern 
California.  He  is  a valued  leiber  who  has  undertaken  lany 
heavy  assignients  for  NLB  in  the  past...  few,  we  fear,  as 
heavy  as  this  latest  one!  CONBRATULATIONS,  y'all! 

Veteran  NLB  leaber  and  longtiae  Dean  of  Canadian 
nuiisiatics  Jii  CharltM  recently  received  signal  honor 
during  the  July  21-23  Canadian  Nuiisiatic  Association 
convention:  the  Royal  Canadian  Hint  Hidal. 

This  award  is  presented  in  recognition  of  outstanding 
contributions  to  Canadian  nuiisiatics  through  education. 
Few  recipients  could  be  wore  qualified  than  Jii,  author  of 
the  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coini,  Tokens  I Paper 
Honey  froi  1953  to  1978,  past  CNA  president  and  honorary 
vice  president  of  the  Canadian  Paper  Honey  Society,  author 
of  Coin  World  Canadian  Trends. 

The  presentation  was  lade  at  the  Prince  Edward  Hotel 
k Convention  Centre,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island, 
during  the  CNA  gathering.  lEd.  Note:  wouldn't  we  know  the 
world  was  ending  if  the  U.S.  Hint  recognized  even  the  idea 
of  nuiisiatic  education?] 
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Earlier  Aierican  and  related  issues:  Colonial  coins, 
early  state  coppers  and  tokens  circulating  betore  the 

national  coinage  Mas  established  are  eHectively  oiitted. 
However  Interesting  they  lay  be,  the  publisher  believes 
that  these  pieces  are  both  esoteric  and  beyond  the  leans 
of  the  beginner  to  whoi  the  new  book  is  being  directed. 


FROM  THE  BOOK  STACKS. . . 


THE  1989  COIN  MORID  6UIDE  TO  U.S.  COINS, 

PRICES  k VALUE  TRENDS 


Reviewed  by  David  Thoaason  Alexander  NL6 


1989  Coin  Norld  6uide  to  U.S.  Coins,  Prices  and  Value 
Trends,  written  by  Milliai  T.  Gibbs  with  Trends  values  by 
Keith  H.  Zaner,  designed  by  P.  Bradley  Reid  and  edited  by 
Beth  Deisher,  Atos  Press  and  New  Aierican  Library,  1968. 
320  pp  soft  cover,  profusely  illustrated  with  black  and 
white  photos  and  Trends  charts.  Offered  nationwide  at 
$4.50  by  Aids  Press,  lajor  booksellers  and  hobby  shops 
throughout  the  U.S. 

This  is  the  first  serious  newcoier  to  appear  on  the 
scene  of  basic  U.S.  nuiisiatics  in  tore  than  40  years. 
Since  it  enters  an  area  that  has  been  without  leaningful 
CQipetition  since  the  deiise  of  the  late  Nayte  Rayiond's 
Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  in  1957,  its 
effects  will  be  far-reaching. 

Probably  no  other  publisher  could  bring  to  their  task 
the  experience,  clout  and  credibility  that  Atos  Press 
does.  Behind  the  colorfully  bound  book  stand  28  years' 
experience  in  publishing  the  weekly  newspaper  Coin  Norld, 
whose  Trends  section  in  1960  becaie  the  first  widely 
consulted  weekly  guide  to  Aierican  coin  values. 

Readers  lust  understand  the  priiary  purpose  of  the 
new  Coin  Norld  Guide  to  understand  what  has  been 
accoiplished  by  its  publication.  This  is  a basic  guide, 
not  a definitive,  all-or-nothing  book  for  the  experienced 
collector. 

The  new  Guide  targets  the  lillions  of  Aiericans  who 
lay  never  have  of  coin  collecting,  or  who  tay  have  heard 
soiething  about  ordinary  coins,  rare  coins,  or  investient 
coins,  but  have  no  knowledge  of  the  realities.  Because  of 
the  skills  of  the  authors,  however,  the  new  book  will 
prove  of  lagnetic  interest  even  to  the  advanced  collector. 

The  introduction  is  far  lore  than  the  obligatory 
opening  chapter.  It  introduces  the  novice  to  the  tost 
eletentary  realities  of  the  world  of  coins,  frot  properly 
holding  a coin  through  beginning  vocabulary. 

A basic  departure  frot  other  U.S.  coin  books  of  the 
past  is  apparent  in  the  first  chapter,  'U.S.  Coinage 
History.'  The  publisher  has  taken  a unique  direction  by 
including  for  indepth  presentation  only  the  coins  struck 
by  the  United  States  under  the  Hint  Act  of  April  1792  and 
since. 


The  oiission  is  not  total,  however.  'Colonials*  are 
discussed  in  a final  chapter,  along  with  other  categories 
of  pieces  closely  associated  with  Aierica's  coinage 
history:  private  and  territorial  gold,  Hard  Tites  tokens. 
Encased  Postage  Statps  and  tetallic  Civil  Nar  tokens. 

This  history  is  exceptionally  cotplete,  detailing  the 
saga  of  U.S.  coinage  frot  the  earliest  copper,  silver  and 
gold  coinages  down  to  today's  clad  issues  and  the  bullion 
coinage  that  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  two-century 
procession. 

'Hints  and  Hint  Harks*  is  the  lost  thorough 
exaii nation  of  all  U.S.  Hints  ever  to  appear  in  a popular 
publication.  The  histories  of  each  Hint,  the  Hint  larks 
and  their  locations  on  all  denoiinations  are  cotplete 
through  the  end  of  1988. 

The  new  book  tackles  'Grading*  head  on,  in  one  of  the 
tost  direct,  no-nonsense  treatients  of  this  thorny  subject 
ever  published.  Starting  with  the  Richard  Bagg-Jates 
Jelinski  definition  of  grading  as  the  description  of  a 
coin's  'level  of  preservation,'  the  Coin  Norld  Guide 
proceeds  to  explain  what  grading  is  in  practice  to 
collectors,  dealers  and  grading  services  in  the  1960's. 

The  cotparison  of  what  factors  go  into  the  grading  of 
third-party  agencies  is  exhaustive  and  is  sure  to  prove  of 
great  value  to  the  beginner  who  is  actually  purchasing 
coins  graded  by  different  facilities. 

The  Guide  exatines  criteria  used  by  the  Aterican 
Nutisiatic  Association  Certification  Service  (ANACS), 
International  Nuaistatic  Society  Authentication  Bureau 
(INSAB),  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS), 
Nutistatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  Aaerica  (N6C)  and  the 
Nutisiatic  Certification  Institute  (NCI). 

The  entire  hobby-industry  uses  (and  thinks  it  under- 
stands) the  tens  contact  larks,  bag  tarks.  Hint  luster, 
strike,  toning,  cabinet  friction,  but  no  book  has  defined 
these  tens  with  the  precision  of  the  new  Coin  Norld 
Guide. 

The  definitions  of  each  recognized  coin  grade  are 
siailarly  precise,  and  the  story  of  the  developtent  of  the 
faious  'll  grades  of  uncirculated*  now  obligatory  in 
Precision,  Certified  (i.e.  'Slabbed')  grading  is  probably 
the  clearest  written  to  date. 

The  new  Guide's  analysis  of  coin  larket:  its 
recurring  cycles  and  the  bases  of  coin  rarity  and  deiand 
are  direct  and  to  the  point.  This  treatient  is  a distinct 
contrast  to  the  artificially  cheerful  and  occasionally 
self-serving  approach  of  tany  published  investor's  guides 
now  on  the  aarket. 

Pages  61  to  219  are  occupied  by  the  tain  business  of 
the  new  book,  'Values  of  U.S.  Coins.'  These  are  cotpiled 
frot  Coin  Norld  Trendi,  defined  at  the  beginning  as  'a 
cotprehensive  retail  value  guide  of  U.S.  coins,  published 
consecutively  in  a two-week  cycle  in  Coin  Norld.* 
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The  publishers  are  direct  in  stating  their  sources 
for  this  feature.  Going  into  Trends,  the  reader  is  told, 
are  *eany  different  sources  — including  dealer  price 
lists  (both  buy  and  sell),  prices  quoted  on  tuo  dealer 
trading  netitorks,  public  auction  prices,  realistic  private 
transactions  and  any  additional  inforiation  acquired  by 
the  staff...  Also,  deiand  and  rarity  are  key  consider- 
ations in  coepiling  Trends.  Values  are  for  original  and 
uncleaned  coins  with  attractive  color." 

Listings  begin  eith  the  first  half  cent  of  1793,  eith 
six  grades  froi  About  6ood-3  through  Extreiely  FinB-40. 
Later  date  half  cents  appear  in  eight  grades,  6ood-4  to 
Hint  State-63.  This  basic  pattern  continues  through  the 
denoiinations,  but  Indian  cents  appear  in  6-4  to  HS-6S; 
later  Lincolns  start  at  Fine-12  fros  1948-S;  VF-20  froi 
1950  to  the  present. 

A single  Trends  chart  accoipanies  all  half  cents,  all 
large  cents.  After  this,  each  lajor  type  has  its  own 
chart,  i.e.  Flying  Eagle,  Indian  or  Lincoln  cents.  Each 
chart  exhibits  a line  for  teo  different  grades  and  another 
for  the  Type  as  a Nhole. 

There  is  no  lonotony  in  the  price  loveients  of  coins 
charted.  Both  Proof-6S  and  HS-06S  Lincolns  begin  at  a 
base  of  100  in  Deceiber  1983.  The  HS-65  coins  stayed 
reasonably  high  through  January  1988  in  startling  contrast 
to  the  appalling  collapse  of  Proof-6S  pieces,  rebounding 
dramatically  in  January  1987  to  a price  junction  with 
their  HS  brethren  in  June  1988. 

A contrast  is  the  Saint  Gaudens  120  chart,  on  Nhich 
HS-6S's  soar  steadily  higher  off  the  chart  by  June  1988. 
AU-50  pieces,  by  contrast,  nearly  drop  off  the  chart  in 
this  time  period  to.draiatize  the  effect  of  aarket 
insistence  on  top  quality  for  this  popular  investient 
Type. 

The  handling  of  coaieiorative  coins  lay  raise  an 
eyebrow,  unless  the  basic  paraaeters  of  the  Coin  Norld 
Guide  are  reaeabered.  All  are  listed  chronologically,  the 
early  silver  in  six  grades,  EF-40  to  HS-65,  post-1982 
issues  in  HS-60  to  HS-65  and  Proof-65.  Hone  are 
illustrated,  although  Chapter  12,  "Souvenirs  of  History," 
provides  a deeper  look  into  this  series. 

The  omission  of  coaaeaoratives  illustrations  was 
dictated  by  space  considerations.  A book  of  similar  size 
could  be  filled  with  coaaeaoratives  alone.  The  separate 
chapter  makes  possible  an  indepth  examination  of  the 
spirit  of  coaaeaoratives,  a look  into  their  often  contro- 
versial history  and  numbers  struck  of  each  Type  and  date. 

Handled  with  despatch  are  listings  and  prices  for 
Proof  sets.  Uncirculated  Hint  sets  and  Brilliant  Uncircu- 
lated rolls.  Proof-65  Proof  singles  struck  since  1859  are 
another  concise  listing.  A related  listing  presenieu 
farther  back  in  the  book  gives  Branch  Hint  Proofs  and 
early  Proof  mintages,  denomination  by  denomination  through 

1942. 

These  vary  in  starting  date,  1825  for  half  cents, 

1025  for  large  cents,  1829  for  half  dimes  and  so  on.  This 
recognition  of  earlier  Proof  singles  is  another  original 
contribution  of  this  new  book. 


Hintage  figures  given  in  the  Coin  Morld  Guide  are 
another  break  through.  Great  effort  was  spent  to  bring 
all  such  figures  into  line  with  reality,  particularly 
in  modern  dates  where  careless  lumping  has  been  the  rule 
in  other  references. 

Author  Gibbs  points  to  the  no-Hint  mark,  40  percent' 
silver  Kennedy  half  dollars,  all  called  Philadelphia 
strikes  in  older  books.  Not  one  piece  was  actually  struck 
in  Philadelphia  from  1965  and  1970,  he  notes,  breaking 
these  dates  down  into  actual  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Hint 
figures,  despite  the  statutory  absence  of  Hint  marks  in 
those  years  of  anti-coin  collector  hysteria  at  the  Hint. 

Later  chapters  of  the  Coin  World  Guide  are  devoted  to 
how  coins  are  made,  a well  illustrated  and  intelligible 
treatment  which  flows  naturally  into  a related  field, 
error  coins. 

Here  again  Coin  World's  earlier  decades  of  leadership 
through  the  writings  of  James  6.  Johnson,  Ed  Fleischmann, 
Tom  DeLorey  and  others  in  Collectors  Clearinghouse  paved 
the  way  for  a definitive  treatment  in  the  error  field  in 
the  new  book.  Error  enthusiasts  may  hope  that  this 
quality  spotlighting  of  their  specialty  may  restore  it  to 
its  once-robust  health. 

'Classic  Rarities"  is  a chapter  certain  to  receive 
intense  scrutiny.  Although  knowledgeable  numismatists 
have  long  known  of  the  peculiar  origins  of  some  of  the 
great  American  rarities,  it  is  refreshing  to  see  these 
origins  set  forth  in  direct,  actionable  language. 

The  1804  dollar,  1804  'restrike'  large  cent,  1859  and 
1860  'transitional'  half  dimes,  1879  and  1880  $4  Stella 
gold  patterns  and  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  are  only  a few 
of  the  items  examined  in  this  chapter. 

Not  since  the  Don  Taxay's  Counterfeit,  Nis-Struck  and 
Unofficial  U.S.  Coins  appeared  in  1963  has  such  an  correct 
listing  of  these  coins  been  made  part  of  a general 
catalog.  Such  straightforward  honesty  does  not  damage  the 
aarket  value  of  these  rarities,  as  the  earlier  Taxay 
description  showed,  but  it  does  clear  up  unnecessary 
confusion. 

It  is  a matter  of  notoriety  among  numismatists  that 
such  pieces  as  the  "Transitional"  half  dimes  and  Stellas 
have  gained  inordinate  values  far  beyond  rarer  patterns 
because  they  were  selectively  included  among  regular 
issues  in  existing  guides. 

This  is  the  first  edition  of  what  is  intended  to  be  a 
widely  distributed  annual  catalog.  Some  improvements  say 
be  suggested  for  the  second  edition.  A few  additional 
illustrations  are  called  for,  especially  in  the  long-lived 
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Liberty  Seated  series.  A novice  light  get  the  idea  troi 
the  first  edition  that  all  half  diies  and  diies  were 
without  obverse  stars  or  legends. 

The  faious  1792  half  disie  is  listed  at  the  start  of 
the  Flowing  Hair  half  diies,  but  its  key  role  as  the  first 
U.S.  silver  coin  struck  for  circulation  calls  for  its  own 
half  tone.  This  coin  is  not  a pattern  and  it  is  very 
refreshing  to  see  it  listed  at  this  point  in  the  Coin 
World  6uide! 

Perhaps  a brief  bibliography,  'Suggested  Additional 
Reading*  light  be  created  for  a coiing  edition.  These  are 
only  suggestions,  however.  It  is  certain  that  reader 
input  will  provide  additional  input  of  value  to  the 
publisher. 

Inevitably  the  question  arises,  'Mhat  about  the  'Red 
Book?'  Since  Hayte  Rayiond's  Standard  Catalogue  lapsed 
in  1957,  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  by  the  late 
R.S.  Yeoian,  later  edited  by  Ken  Bressett  and  published 
since  1946  by  Mhitian  Publishing  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  has 
ruled  the  roost  without  a serious  coipetitor. 

Looking  back,  it  is  reiarkable  that  no  significant, 
ongoing  coipetition  to  the  'Red  Book*  appeared  for  31 
years.  Any  product,  however  widely  used,  can  becoie  stale 
and  unresponsive  in  the  absence  of  leaningful,  challenging 
coipetition. 

Questions  of  what  coins  to  include,  what  to  oiit,  the 
all-iiportant  whys  and  wherefores  of  pricing,  are  suddenly 
open  questions  once  lore.  No  single  publisher's  writ  now 
runs  supreie. 

Without  a doubt,  the  advent  of  the  new  Coin  World 
Guide  to  U.S.  Coins,  Prices  and  Value  Trends  will  lead  to 
healthy  coipetition  and  lake  critical  self-review  neces- 
sary elsewhere  in  the  field.  For  all  interested  in  coins: 
beginners,  advanced  collectors,  investors  or  professional 
nuiisiatists,  such  a welcoie  situation  can  only  be  called 
good! 


by  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 


From  the  #1  numismatic  publication— the  most  accurate 
and  up-to-date  information  on  what  U.S.  coins  are 
really  worth  today 


Martin's  Hutterings 


David  T.  Alexander 
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^ . NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  • INTERNATIONAL  A 

Ronald  J.  Gillio  NLG,  invites  all  fellow  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  members  to  receive  our  catalogs 
and  news  releases  by  writing  to: 
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Ronald  J.  Gillio,  Incorporated 

Goldmunzen  International 

1 01 3 State  Street 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93101 
(800)  235-6937  • (805)  963-1345 
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My  first  and  last  experience  in  that  area  is  fresh  in 
ly  leiory  although  half  a century  has  since  zipped  by. 

The  two  stalwart  detectives  working  the  case  proiised  to 
protect  le  and  ly  caiera  if  the  subject  should  try  to  rip 
the  picture  or  le.  Using  a skeleton  key,  one  detective 
opened  the  door  and  1 quickly  flashed  a bulb  as  two 
shocked  people  sat  up,  opened-iouthed  and  very  obviously 
guilty. 

The  lan  reacted  quickly,  reached  for  a pistol  placed 
nearby  and  started  after  le.  Age  17  leans  fast  feet,  and 
the  pistol  leant  record-breaking  speed  by  this  caieraian. 
The  nude  gun-toter  followed  le  all  the  way  into  the  lobby. 
He  never  fired  the  gun,  but  I fired  a few  words  at  the  two 
'protectors*  who  obviously  had  quickly  left  the  scene 
after  opening  that  door... 

During  the  next  decade  I ranged  throughout  the  photo- 
grapher's world  and  ultiiately  discovered  coins,  or 
perhaps  coins  found  le!  But  that  is  another  story. 
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NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  ROSTER 

NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  ROSTER  .5.  (Continued) 

AS  OF  JULY,  1968 
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N E BET  LETTERS! 

I always  look  forward  to  the  NL6  Newsletter,  and  the 
latest  issue  was  particularly  interesting.  As  a charter 
•eiber  of  NLB,  the  history  was  of  special  interest.  I 
well  recall  the  ais-spelling  of  ly  naae  as  an  early 
typographical  error. 

You  have  probably  noticed  I insert  NLB  with  By  naie 
in  editing  Coin  World's  Canadian  Trends,  and  I regret  that 
it  was  deleted  froii  their  Norld  Coins  supplenent  in 
January. 

Regretfully,  I nissed  the  ANA  convention  in 
Cincinnati,  but  1 was  active  in  the  Canadian  NuiisBiatic 
Association  convention  the  sase  week. 


Jii  Charlton 
Lake  Placid,  Fla. 

Your  gala  double  issue  was  «e»Drable!  Particularly 
pleasing  were  the  richly  deserved  accolades  for  Walter 
Breen's  Book  of  the  Year.  He's  been  at  it  a long  tise;  By 
Breen  correspondence  file  goes  back  to  1949.  Walter's 
coftputer-like  aeiory  is  a wonder  to  witness  in  action.  A 
century  fro*  now,  his  Cotplete  Encyclopedia  will  still  be 
cited  as  definitive,  just  as  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of 
teerica  is  today. 

Also  very  pleasing  was  the  tribute  to  Bob  Julian  as 
Best  Writer  in  the  newsletter.  His  lany  literary  efforts, 
based  on  his  personal  research,  not  just  rehash  or 
"analysis,"  are  a largely  unsung  contribution  to 
nuaisaatic  literature.  It's  a larvel  he  can  cover  so  Buch 
ground  and  also  earn  a living  in  a non-nuiisaatic  field. 

I an  concerned  that  the  words  original  research, 
historical  research  or  any  other  kind  of  research  do  not 
appear  aiong  the  NLB  award  categories.  Of  course, 
research  aay  be  tacitly  assuaed  as  present  in  existing 
categories  and  the  results  of  such  research  have  been 
conspicuous  aaong  the  winners.  But  why  not  openly  include 
the  words? 

I suppose  this  situation  aay  be  coapared  to  the 
reasons  why  the  study  of  econoaics  today  is  not  included 
in  the  curricula  of  aost  high  schools,  even  as  an  elec- 
tive. This,  say  the  educationists,  is  because  econoaics 
is  already  built  into  courses  in  social  studies,  aatheaa- 
tics,  history  and  civics.  This  abandonaent  of  responsi- 
bility has  resulted  in  the  prevalent  econoaic  illiteracy 
plaguing  our  society  today. 

I hope  this  analogy  continues  to  be  invalid  for  NLB! 
If  the  awards  did  include  published  research  as  a aain 
category  with  subheads,  1 believe  that  NLB  would  build  on 
a tore  peraanent  foundation.  Also,  such  high-quality, 
nationwide  specialist  publications  as  Penny-Wise,  Colonial 
Newsletter,  TAHS  Journal,  The  Hedallist,  Paper  Honey  and 
others  light  achieve  nore  winners.  But  please  never 
abandon  the  light  touch  in  HL6  Newsletter! 

Rayiond  H.  Williaison  NLB 
Lynchburg,  Virginia 


I acknowledge  with  thanks  receipt  of  the  gala  double 
issue  of  the  NLB  Newsletter,  written  in  the  usual  Davio  T. 
Alexander-king's  English  style.  I was  reading  the  20-year 
history  when  a paragraph  on  page  19  caught  ly  eye.  I was 
truly  honored  in  ly  record  nuiber  of  sponsors  during  ly 
series  of  Coin  Norld  stories  on  coABeioratives  and  the 
silver  dollar. 

Although  «y  succeeding  articles.  Host  recently  ay 
profile  "Reisiniscences  of  a Collector"  in  Rare  Coin  Review 
(Winter  19B7)  have  not  received  official  accolades,  1 hope 
to  continue  iy  efforts  to  eventually  join  the  celebrities. 

I noted  your  coinents  on  Jay  Buren's  old  Royal  tanual 
typewriter  at  Coin  Norld.  Hy  turn-of-the-century  L.C. 

SBith  (lachine  does  the  saae  thing  for  te.  The  coaients 
and  attitudes  of  the  new  breed  of  ANA  exhibit  judges  in 
recent  years  lead  Be  to  believe  that  they  are  not  happy 
with  the  effects  of  *y  old  typewriter  keys. 

I aa  an  old  dog  unaccustoied  to  new  tricks,  and  I 
will  continue  with  the  hope  that  their  eye-sight  iaproves' 

EiBil  Voigt 
CutchoguB  NY 


UUULBJLflJUUULflJUULft  fl  fl  B fl  B.B  A ft 

Your  NLB  Newsletter  nuobers  three  and  four  was 
brought  to  ay  attention.  1 noticed  with  pleasure  that 
your  Award  of  Extraordinary  Herit  was  accorded  to  our  book 
Honey  in  South  Africa.  Please  convey  ay  appreciation  to 
your  organization  for  bestowing  this  honour  on  the 
publication. 

Should  any  of  your  teibers  visit  Pretoria  and  your 
tiffie  and  circuastances  perait,  we  would  be  auch  honoured 
to  receive  you  here  and  to  accoapany  you  on  a brief  tour 
of  our  bank  auseun,  of  which  a coaprehensive  collection  of 
South  African  coins  and  notes  foras  a lajor  part. 

Carel  L.  Enqelbrecht 
Volkskas  Nuseu* 
Pretoria,  South  Africa 

pBOpQQpflpBflaaaaoBnflBaflfiP8flBnflfl.PPPgP0  0Bfi<tfiiLt 

As  always,  1 enjoyed  reading  the  NLB  Newsletter.  You 
and  your  wife  have  ly  congratulations.  Thanks  for  reaea- 
bering  that  1 reworked  or  rehabilitated  the  antiquated 
typewriter  and  contained  the  clunk  within  a circle,  there- 
by creating  the  present  "NLB  Hedalogo." 

Anyway,  the  NLB  history  was  great.  I was  an  "alaost 
charter"  aeaber,  invited  to  join  by  Haurice  H.  Gould  while 
1 was  still  editor  of  the  Aaerican  Israel  Nuaisaatic  Asso- 
ciation journal.  The  Shekel. 

At  present  I have  ay  hands  full  as  director  of  Urban 
Renewal,  preparing  two-voluae  Twin  Atlas  of  all  the  Urban 
Renewal  projects  in  New  York  City,  the  largest  project  of 
its  kind  world-wide. 

Nathan  Sobel 
New  York,  NY 
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DAN  SUSSNAN:  VETERAN  NEMSNAN,  ROOKIE  COIN  NRITER 

By  Ed  Reiter 

Long  before  Dan  Sussian  non  the  1988  NLG  Clenent  F. 
Bailey  Meiorial  Award,  he  was  known  to  colleagues  in  the 
newspaper  business  as  a seasoned  pro  — a guy  who  has 
paid  his  dues  as  reporter,  writer,  rewrite  Ban  and  editor 
and  who  really  known  the  ropes.  Until  a few  *onths  ago, 

though,  he  had  never  applied  his  considerable  skills  to 
writing  for  the  numsBatic  press. 

Happily,  he  has  now  bridged  that  gap  — and  we  at 
COINaqe  are  pleased  and  proud  to  clair.  hiii  as  a iB«ber  of 
our  teai.  In  fact,  we’re  so  pleased  and  proud  that  we 
picked  hii  as  our  candidate  for  "Rookie  of  the  Year"  in 
the  1988  NLB  Clesent  F.  Bailey  f1e«orial  Award  coipetition. 

In  the  short  tiie  he  has  written  for  COINaqe,  Dan  has 
already  established  hiaself  as  one  of  our  key  contribu- 
tors. Though  he's  new  to  the  world  of  coin  collecting,  he 
readily  accepts,  and  skillfully  cospletes  assigoBents  that 
require  careful  research,  attention  to  detail  and 
sensitivity. 

A case  in  point  was  a recently  published  profile  of 
the  Franklin  Mint,  There  were  pitfalls  aplenty;  the 
CDBpany’s  present  tanageient  is  reluctant,  for  exaaple,  to 
discuss  its  steady  «ove  away  fro®  tinting.  Dan  picked  his 
way  through  this  tine  field  and  fashioned  a story  that  was 
fair,  well-rounded  and  thoroughly  engrossing. 

Dan’s  journalistic  skills  enabled  hit  to  jutp  to  the 
Nusisaatic  League  with  little  or  no  trouble.  Now,  as  a 
bonus,  he's  interested  in  coins  not  only  as  a writer  but 


also  as  a collector.  That  should  take  his  future  work  for 
COINaqe  and  other  hobby  publications  even  tore  valuable. 

Dan  Susstan  is  a welcoiie  new  addition  to  the  nutis- 
iatic  writing  pool.  He’s  not  only  COINaqe’s  "Rookie  of  the 
Year,"  but  having  won  the  1988  Cle«ent  F.  Bailey  Menorial 
Award,  he  seeas  a good  future  bet  for  the  Nuftissatic 
Writing  Hall  of  Faae. 
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« E SET  LETTERS! 

Two  days  ago,  on  my  Tlst  birthday,  your  letter  and 
the  plaque  arrived  heralding  the  success  of  Political 
Pieces  Siiulatinq  Tradesaen’s  Tokens  in  the  1983  NL6 
Cospetition  in  Cincinnati.  A sost  exciting  aoisnt  and  one 
for  which  I would  like  to  the  fellow  sesbers  of  the  Build 
litost  sincerely. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  your  personal 
message  at  the  end  of  the  letter.  I a®  working  on  a 
Supplesent  to  Unofficial  Farthings  1820-1870  at  the  sonient 
and  I hope  to  have  it  in  a publisher's  hands  by  the  end  of 
19B9. 

Thanking  you  once  again, 


R.C.  Bell,  Hon.  Life  Meiber  NLB 
Bosforth,  England 
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